
 
 

RSN Sections:  

ÁAnnouncements from KAUST 
departments; 
Á Community News/Info; 

Á Insight / Up Close;; 

ÁInternational Corner 

ÁBits & Pieces ; 

ÁClassifieds / Personal Notes; 

Contact: 

editor@redseanews.info 

 

For archived newsletters and 
more put 

redseanews.info 

in your browser and see what 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ȅŜǘ. 

Go straight to 

redseainfo.info for maps, group 

contacts, Jeddah info, and much 

more. 

Please send your writing to 

editor@redseanews.info 
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Share your KAUST Experience and win an iPad 3G 

(64 GB)  

Grab your cam and email submit@kaust.edu.sa a short video to be 

entered into a drawing to win an iPad 3G!  

All members of the KAUST community are hereby invited to submit a 

short video covering their KAUST Experience and be entered into the 

drawing to win an iPad! Please click here for details!  

Please email your submittal to submit@kaust.edu.sa   

Closing date for submittals is November 22nd, 2010 

 Medical & Dental Primary (Local) Plan Updates  
In an endeavor to provide excellent benefits for faculty and staff, 

KAUST Human Resources Department has recently conducted a 

thorough analysis of the Middle East healthcare marketplace to 

evaluate the KAUST current primary (local) medical insurance 

carrier and plan against other healthcare providers with 

established operations in the region. The emphasis of the review 

was on coverage enhancement, eligibility expansion, improved  

customer service, administrative flexibility and competitive 

pricing.  
Important Enhancement to the Primary Medical and Dental Plan:  

personnel will only pay a flat rate of SR25 per visit. The flat rate is effective November 1st, 2010. 

Contact benefits@kaust.edu.sa for the other benefits that have been decided on. 
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A Volume of Community News follows here:  

 

 

  Combining the ancient with the ultramodern, 
Lebanon is one of the most captivating 
countries in the Middle East. From the 
Phoenician findings of Tyre and Roman 
Baalbek's tremendous temple to Beirut's 
modern movement, Lebanon is a great travel 
destination for KAUST residents- only a two- 
hour plane ride away. In addition to its warm 
and welcoming people, history and 
considerable culture, Lebanon is a surprise for 
many people as it is mostly mountainous and 
has skiing opportunities. And, of course 
Lebanon's cuisine is considered one of the 

richest of the region.  

Come and get a brief glimpse of this nearby 

country. Presentations, displays and food 

samplings, plus a chance to chat with our 

Lebanese residents will all be part of the 

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ Ŝvents.  

Monday Night, October 25,  at 7:00 P.M. 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=361008
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=361095
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinationRedirector?atlasId=361093


 
 

 

 

TRICK OR TREATING: 
Trick or treating will be on 

Thursday, October 28th from 6 

p.m. -8 p.m. (directly after the 

Halloween party). 

Dress your child up in their 

favorite costume and go house 

to house collecting fun treats! 

(Don't forget a bag for your 

treats.) Why not make it a 

decorated Halloween bag while 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘΚ 

How do I know what houses I can 

trick or treat at?  The houses that are open to trick or treating will have a special sign on their 

door. 

If you would like to be a "trick or treat" house please email your name and house number to 

me, Cortney Aliesa, at cortaliesa@gmail.com  I will then add you to the list of houses.  The sign 

for you to put on your door will soon be available.  I will email you when they are ready. 

 
 

 

 

Green Group Survey: Go Organic! 

The KAUST Green Group is planning to approach Tamimi Market about carrying fresh 

organic fruit and vegetables, organic baby food, alternatives to cow's milk, and 

environmentally friendly cleaning products. The management at Tamimi needs to know that 

there is sufficient Community interest in these products for them to be convinced to carry 

them. In the past, individual requests for many of these items have not been successful, so a 

collective effort is necessary if you would like to see a wider selection at Tamimi. Please 

fill out this brief survey if you are serious about having a wider variety of healthy choices at 

Tamimi and could commit to purchasing them. 

 

Please fill out the survey online:  

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFZwakcxSVkxcTlxWjNVZHJrWXR

Zb0E6MA  

 

Thank you! 

http://www.redseanews.info:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=cortaliesa@gmail.com
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFZwakcxSVkxcTlxWjNVZHJrWXRZb0E6MA
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFZwakcxSVkxcTlxWjNVZHJrWXRZb0E6MA


 
 

Our  very  FIRST    Dinner Theater   is coming to KAUST  

 

 

 

    Go to recreation.kaust.edu.sa  to get the WHOLE PICTURE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

All members of the KAUST C ommunity  are cordially invited to attend two 
upcoming concerts  featuring musicians and singers from our own community.   
 

A Joint Concert with the Chamber Strings Ensemble and the Community Chorus 
 

Date:  Sunday, November  7     Time:  7:30 pm      Place: KAUST Auditorium (Building 20) 

AND:  

Vocal Gala  ð An evening of music and song  featuring three vocalists who 

performed in the 2010 Talent Show  
 
Date: Tuesday, November 9    Time: 7:30 pm         Place: KAUST Auditorium (Building 20) 



 
 

          INSIGHT / Up Close   
By Gary Taylor 

Quite a few of us have family coming out to visit, and wonder what they can do to show them 
something unusual while in Jeddah. I recently arranged a private visit with Arabian Explorer 
when my 3 grown kids came out to visit. The day included: 

          Depart early for the Camel Market on the outskirts of 
Jeddah, to discover just how many shapes, sizes and shades of 
beast there are ɀ from light cream to almost black. Some 
monster breeding males and some cute newborns, and you can 
see them being loaded onto trucks with inventive cranes. Tried 
drinking some fresh camel milk and camel urine! They also 
have a variety of sheep and goats which look like border collies, 
while the birds in cages are not for the tender-hearted. 

Apparently a Friday at the Camel market is huge, when all kinds of animals are on sale, from 
crocodiles to wild cats and other unmentionables.  

    Back into Jeddah to visit the old Palace, almost derelict, 
but fascinating thrones & memorabilia from King Saud & 
others, including a picture of young George Bush (jnr) as a 
kid attending the Aramco school. 

   A trip to the Antique souk is worth it, if you are into nice 
old collectibles, carpets or just browsing. 

     Lunch will be at a local restaurant with traditional kapsa 
on the floor, which visitors just love experiencing. 

     The early afternoon can be spent walking through the old souk, and experiencing the colors 
and smells, the coral-bricked Naseef House nicely restored, with photos taken by TE Lawrence. 
Get to the upper room at prayer time to hear the calls from all around over a cup of tea.  

      In the later afternoon, we took off into the desert, 
arriving at the base of some huge dunes, with open 
Wrangler Jeeps revving powerful engines to take us up 
and down these massive sand mountains, with delightful 
late sun photographs possible: sundowners from the top 
of the largest dune, overlooking a sea of sand, passing 
camel herds and a desert fox on the way back. 

    Still covered in sand, and with the sun setting, we 
hopped off the fire-breathing (literally) Jeeps and onto 

powerful Quad bikes, for unrestricted rides into the distance ɀ great for the adrenalin junkies, but 
also pleasant enough to take at your own pace. 

     With the sun set and the horizon gold, we arrived at a pre-
prepared open campsite on carpets, with fire going, and a 
chicken barbeque underway, then visited by a courageous 
desert shrew that is just half a finger long, and who joined us 
for 2 grains of rice. After an action packed day, the streetlights 
around, the stars shine brightly in the desert, and the 
temperature is perfect.                 A fun day in Arabia.  
 



 
 

International Corner 
It is with great sadness and disappointment that I must report that NO 
ONE had anything to share of an international / cultural nature.  

So ï read Gary Taylorôs ñSaudi with Familyò review (above) a second time ï 
youand maybe you will get an idea of something  can share next time. 

  

Bits & pieces  
Known locally as "The Bride of the Red Sea," Jeddah lies at about the same latitude 

as Honolulu and Hong Kong, and it shares their hot, humid climate. Tradition has it 

that the city derives its name (meaning grandmother, in Arabic) from the legend 

that the  biblical Eve was buried here. It has, since nearly the inception of Islam, 

been the main point of entry for foreign pilgrims intending to perform the Hajj or 

pilgrimage to Makkah. Caliph Othman personally selected it as the ideal locale over 

rivals to the  north and south. Jeddah's advantage was that it already was an 

established port with a history of facilitating the pre - Islamic pilgrimage and spice 

trades in the Hejaz, the western region of what is now Saudi Arabia.  

 enjoying  thE Red sea:   

 


