
YOUR 

Red Sea Newsletter 

is a totally voluntary effort 

designed to keep KAUST 

residents up to date on the 

happenings on campus. 

If you want to contribute, the 

deadline for submissions is 

Sunday evenings. It must be 

reducible for capturing or copying. 

If non-editable, please check the 

wording and spelling. 

For more info, contact: 

editor@redseanews.info 

For archived newsletters and more 

put redseanews.info in your 

browser aƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

missing ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

yet. 

editor@redseanews.info 
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Here is what the sliding door latch/lock looks like and you can 

request it from HOUSING to help ensure your safety and privacy. 

Your Red Sea Newsletter  will be taking a few weeks off again this 

summer. The last issue for the season will be out on June 21 . 

Your NEWS will be moving to Monday nights  when we return, beginning 

August 15 . 

mailto:editor@redseanews.info
mailto:editor@redseanews.info


 

F&C Intranet Update 

New features have been added to the Facilities & Community intranet website: 

Recreation and Marine pages: Marine Services, Events Calendars, Boat Trips, and Water 

Sports. Visit http://recreation.kaust.edu.sa to find out more! 

Calendar and Announcement pages: Community events and announcements. Visit 

http://facilities.kaust.edu.sa to find out more! 

Please note that the intranet website is only accessible from within the University network. 

We have a wonderful carpet merchant  who has been to our home at KAUST twice 
before to do a carpet show. His carpets are beautiful, and his prices are good too, and 
ÂÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ÈÅȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎ ÃÁÍÐÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÔÏ *ÅÄÄÁÈȦ  

7ÅȭÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÁÒÐÅÔ ÓÈÏ× ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ Wednesday, June 1, from 19h00 (7 pm) 
onwards. PÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÁÒÐÅÔÓȢ  

Our house number is I -5701.   Lynda and Ceci l  Murray = 802-5754 

http://recreation.kaust.edu.sa/
http://facilities.kaust.edu.sa/


 

 

 

Ice Hockey in Jeddah! 

Dear KAUST Community. We have started an Ice Hockey Club and are looking for community 

members who would be interested in joining and participating once a month throughout the 

year. Full equipment will be needed. As a club our season has ended but we will be starting up 

again in August 2011 ς after the summer break. We play once a month on a Friday in Jeddah. 

Please contact me if you are interested or have any questions: andrew.zienchuk@kaust.edu.sa 

http://www.redseanews.info:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/images/blank.png


 

 

 
 



 
 

   Top Ten “Must See” Things in Saudi Arabia Before You Leave 
 

  

    By Maaz Gazdar 

 
 The following list is an attempt to capture the must see things in Saudi Arabia. Some of these will be 
common in the neighboring countries too, so an attempt has been made to show what might be a little 
more unique in Saudi Arabia. 
 
A question that I was aǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΚέ {ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ 
in the list of things to see. Here is an example. Going to Riyadh zoo would be in the list of things to see. 
Riding a camel/horse/donkey etc. would be in the list of things to do. 
 
Without further ado, here is the list of top ten things to see in KSA before you leave: 
 

1) Visit Madaen Saleh and the old Hijaz railroad track which used to bring pilgrims from Turkey, Syria, 
Jordan, Palestine etc. to Saudi Arabia. The city is likened to the second Petra (in Jordan). A special 
permit is normally required to visit the site. Most reputable hotels in the area can arrange the 
paperwork. A 4x4 would be beneficial. 

 
2) ±ƛǎƛǘ WŜŘŘŀƘΩǎ hƭŘ .ŀƭŀŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

look at the old crumbling Jeddah buildings. One fully restored house 
that should be visited in Naseef House. This is one of few houses in 
Jeddah that have been fully restored. 

 
3) Take a leisurely drive along the Jeddah Corniche. Check out the 

highest fountain in the world at 312m and the various art sculptures 
along the route. (Pic 1) 

 
4) View the valleys and mountains of Taif from a cable-car ride or via a 

car drive through the winding mountain road. Look out for the 
baboons. 

 
5) Visit Abha, and Asir national parks. Remember to pack some warm 

clothes. A trip from the bottom to the peaks would result in quite a 
temperate drop. Asir has the highest peak in Saudi Arabia at nearly 
10,000ft, or 3000m called Jabal Al-Sawdah. Jabal just mean Mountain. 

 
6) Visit the National Museum as part of an outing to the King Abdulaziz 

Historical Center in Riyadh. The museum has eight major exhibition 
areas starting from creation to modern day Saudi Arabia. The exhibit 
on Hajj and the two Holy mosques may be of particular interest to 
people wanting to see what the Holy Kaba (Where Muslims face 5-
times a day to pray) looks like. They have a life size panel of one of the 
sides, with an authentic old door to the Kaba. There are different 
designated visiting times for families, which includes single women, 
and men. The quietest time for families to visit is on a Thursday in the 
late afternoon. For Single men, the quietest time to visit is on a 

 
1: Jeddah’s record-holding 

tallest fountain 
 

 
P 2: Handicraft demonstration in 

Janadriya 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday morning. 
 
7) Visit the Janadriya festival in Riyadh. The annual festival is held in the 

spring ever year, but dates vary annually. Up until a few years ago, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜƴΩǎ Řŀȅǎ ƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŘŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ re-introduce 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŀǳŘƛ !ǊŀōƛŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ 
check beforehand on the latest arrangements. (Pic 2) 

 
8) Visit Diriyah on the outskirts of Riyadh, the ancestral home of the 

Saudi royal family and the capital of the first Saudi dynasty. The site is 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜ-opened. 
The site was added to the list of UNESCO world heritage sites is 2010. 
(Pic 3) 

 

 
 3: The first capital of Saudi 

Arabia - Diriyah  

9) Visit the largest camel market in the Middle East in Riyadh. The best time to visit is early in the 
morning from around 6 am. Take a bunch of mint leaves with you. They might come handy if you 
are susceptible to strong smells.  

 
10) Look at rock paintings around Saudi Arabia. A good resource, albeit a little old, is a series of books 

called Desert Treks from Riyadh/Jeddah/Al-Khobar. Copies can still be found in Jarir bookstores 
around the Kingdom.  

Watch this space for the follow-up article, which will have a list of the top ten things to do in Saudi Arabia 
before you leave. 

Some References: 
http://www.arriyadh.com/Eng/Tourism/index.aspx/?1=1&menuId=4846 

http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com/issue/198005/a.park.for.asir.htm 

http://www.splendidarabia.com/ 

 
 

    

[ŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ 

ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

Country-Turkiyeέ 

was an extra-

special event with 

a unique painting 

demonstration,  

ōƻȅǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 

traditional dance 

displays, a 5-piece 

musical troupe, 

raffles for prizes 

(the biggest of 

which was a FREE 

ticket to Istanbul 

sponsored by 

Turkish Airlines).  

http://www.arriyadh.com/Eng/Tourism/index.aspx/?1=1&menuId=4846
http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com/issue/198005/a.park.for.asir.htm
http://www.splendidarabia.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students must sign up befo re the end of next week.  

 

   

The young dancers 

and the seasoned 

musicians (who are 

teachers at the 

Turkish school in 

Jeddah) made for a 

lively evening. 

Food was provided at 

the end of the event. 

I think we all learned 

something new. 

There are 

programs for 13 -  

18 -year -olds 

(although some 

programs have a 

more limited age 

range) . The advice 

is to get more 

information 

through the KAUST 

Secondary School.  

Donôt forget to sign 

up before  next 

week ends ï or 

you will certainly 

miss out!  



 
 

Boat Trips 

 

Marine Services offers a 

variety of scheduled boat 

trips such as Cruising, 

Snorkeling, Diving and 

Traditional Fishing.  

What better way to enjoy 

the wonders of the Red 

Sea than to join us on 

board one of our boats and 

enjoy any of the activities 

available. 

Our scheduled snorkeling trips let you enjoy the wonders of the sub aquatic world as we moor 

close to one of the pristine reefs the Red Sea has to offer. 

The more adventurous among you can enjoy the Red Sea in all it is glory by joining one of our 

weekly SCUBA diving trips.  



Don't worry; if you're not already a certified diver we will soon begin offering PADI SCUBA 

diving courses ranging from introduction to professional courses.  

What better way to end the week than to enjoy a sunset cruise past the nearby mangrove islands 

in Thuwal? On board, you will find everything you need to relax, sit back, and enjoy the view as 

we cruise along taking in the salty clean air of the coastal Red Sea. 

You can also book a private boat trip according to your preference and schedule.  

 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǳŜǎǘ /ŀǊŜ hŦŬŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ !ƭ aŀǊǎŀΣ 
opposite the Beacon; Or email us at marinebookings@kaust.edu.sa; Or call us at 808-6634 or 808-
6621, we are operational 7 days a week from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm. FIND INFORMATION AT: 
http://facilities.kaust.edu.sa/CommunityServices/RecreationMarineServices/MarineServices/Pages/

BoatTrips.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, JUNE 6 th  is the next Open House Day/Date  

mailto:marinebookings@kaust.edu.sa


Another Red Sea Newsletter first:   This Editor received a request to publish the 

finding of an iPad on one of the community buses. He found it and wanted to get it back 

to its owner.  About 24 hours later, this Editor received a note from a resident ask ing 

me to publish the fact that she lost her iPad, perhaps on one of the morning buses. 

VOILA! ð A match made through the Red Sea Newsletter .  I am happy for both of you!  

 

 
 

 


