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A few words from President Shih: 

Research and Learning Without Walls 
Chance also favors the connected mind 

 February 1, 2011 

Our second Winter Enrichment Program (WEP) came to a 

memorable close with a finale event at the Harbor Walkway on 

January 31, 2011.  We have countless individuals to thank for 

the success of WEP 2011.  We are especially grateful for the 

leadership of this yearôs WEP co-chairs, Alyn Rockwood and 

Tariq Alkhalifah, as well as for the contributions of our 

KAUST faculty, staff and many others who conducted 

workshops, gave lectures, and taught courses.  

WEP 2011 brought together over 90 visiting speakers and 

presenters from the Kingdom and around the world.  They, 

along with our faculty and staff, created valuable opportunities 

to engage with people from near and far, to explore the unknown, and to learn without walls.  

As we look forward to the start of a new semester on Saturday, February 5, it will be important 

for us to continue pursuing research and learning without walls.  I strongly believe, as I shared in 

my opening remarks for WEP 2011, that ñChance also favors the connected mindò.  When we 

reach out and go beyond walls ï whether these walls are between disciplines, fields of study, and 

research; between organizational units; or around our minds ï our horizons expand to reveal new 

ways of thinking.  By being open to one another and to unfamiliar ideas, we expand our capacity 

to see and seize chances that spark new insights and discoveries together.   

mailto:editor@redseanews.info
mailto:editor@redseanews.info
http://www.kaust.edu.sa/about/admin/president/speeches/wep2011.html


Research and learning without walls at KAUST is key to fulfilling our Universityôs mission of 

advancing science and technology for the benefit of humankind.  Breakthroughs in science will 

require both novel ways of looking at problems and collaborative, interdisciplinary approaches to 

finding solutions.  For example, Louis Pasteur used the tools of chemistry, biology and physics 

to attack problems confronting the people of his time, such as the cause of cholera and 

immunization against rabies.  We too can work across disciplines to address the grand challenges 

facing the people of our time. 

To inspire research and learning beyond walls and to connect with great minds from near and far, 

I am pleased to announce that we have lined up two special lecture series this semester.  We will 

launch a Presidentôs Distinguished Visiting Speaker Series and continue the Presidentôs Seminar 

Series.   

 

Presidentôs Distinguished Visiting Speaker Series: Spring 2011 #1  

The Blue Brain Project  
and Transitioning to the Human Brain Project 

Professor Henry Markram  
Project Director, Blue Brain Project, Director, Center for  

Neuroscience & Technology, and Co-Director,  

Brain Mind Institute  
Federal Institute of Technology, Lausanne (EPFL) 

Date: Wednesday, February 9; Time: 3:30 pm (coffee and tea served from 3:00 pm) 

Location: Lecture Hall (Room 0215) on Level 0 between Buildings 2 and 3 

Reception with refreshments will follow immediately after the lecture. 

The quest to build a biologically detailed model of the human brain is one of the most 

extraordinary endeavors in 21st century science.  Beginning in the 1990s, members of 

(ÅÎÒÙ -ÁÒËÒÁÍȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÂÅÇÁÎ Á ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÚÅ ÏÎÅ ÔÉÎÙ but 

fundamental part of the rat brain ɀ ÔÈÅ ȰÎÅÏÃÏÒÔÉÃÁÌ ÃÏÌÕÍÎȱȢ  On this basis, in 2005, they 

launched the Blue Brain Project, in which they used this data to build a detailed model of 

the column.  -ÁÒËÒÁÍȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ρψ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÁÇÏȢ  

4ÏÄÁÙ -ÁÒËÒÁÍȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÉÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÍÕÃÈ ÂÉÇÇÅÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ɀ the Human Brain Project. 

Over the next ten years, the Human Brain Project will give scientists the capability to build 

models of the whole human brain. Scientists will be able to use the model to help develop 

new diagnostic tools and new treatments for brain disease, which is currently costing the 

world more than two trillion dollars a year.  The results of the project will lead to new 

developments in computing paradigms, new kinds of neuromorphic hardware and new 

ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ȰÂÒÁÉÎ-ÅÎÁÂÌÅÄȱ ÒÏÂÏÔÉÃÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ×Å ÌÉÖÅ 

and work. These are huge ambitions. In this lecture, Henry Markram will give us a glimpse 

of how his group plans to turn these ambitions into reality ɀ and what it will mean for our 

future if they succeed. 

http://bluebrain.epfl.ch/page18900.html


 

 

Brought to you by the Green Group (SDG):  Let's welcome the new semester and welcome 

our guest speakers, Raed  Bkayrat  and  Mashhoor Baeshen for this 1
st
 meeting of the spring 

semester.  Raed and Mashhoor, engineers, are working in Economic Development in a new 

department called Technology Advancement Group (TAG).  They have an initiative called the 

New Energy Oasis (NEO) located on the demonstration and testing site for renewable 

technologies.  Together they will brief  us on their plans for an eco-friendly house and a green 

café on that site. 

Date:  TONIGHT  - Tuesday, February 8
th

  

Time: 6 - 7:30 PM 

Place: Building 18, Student Center, Fellowship Hall, 4th Floor, Room 4203 

Look forward to seeing you and please come with your ideas on what projects you'd like to 

see happen at KAUST for Earth Day, April 22, 2011. 

Y 

Monday Night Thrive 
POETRY ɀ Feb. 28th 
 



 

 

KAUST Library Offers Workshops on Using Library Resources  

 KAUST Library is offering the following workshops in February and March on using 
the Library's extensive resources to conduct science and technology research.  

Be sure to visit http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/libtraining for dates and times. 

¶ Library Orientation 
¶ Literature Search Skills  
¶ ISI Web of Science & Scopus  
¶ Engineering Village  
¶ CSA Metadex & Other MSE Resources  
¶ EBSCO Academic Search  
¶ Using Patent Information in Your Research  
¶ Finding Theses & Dissertations  
¶ SciFinder & Reaxys (chemistry)  
¶ BIOSIS & CAB Direct (life sciences) 
¶ EndNote Citation Management Software 

The workshops are open to the entire KAUST community. For more information, please 

visit http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/libtraining.  

http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/libtraining
http://libguides.kaust.edu.sa/libtraining


    HARBOR RECREATION CENTER  
 
Open Seven Days a Week    

Friday to Tuesday: 06:00 a.m. to 11:00 
p.m. - Wednesday & Thursday: 06:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. 

Situated in the Town Center, the Harbor 
Sports Club (the largest KAUST 
recreation center) caters to a variety of 
indoor and outdoor recreation facilities 
including:  

Ɇ  16 Lane Bowling Hall  Ɇ  Multipurpose 
Sports Hall  Ɇ  Fitness Rooms   Ɇ   Group 
Exercise Rooms   
Ɇ  Family Swimming Pool  Ɇ  Ladies Swimming Pool   Ɇ  Kids Swimming Pool  Ɇ  Saunas & 
Whirlpools 
Ɇ  Indoor Rock Climbing Wall  Ɇ  3 Squash Courts  Ɇ  Racquetball Court    Ɇ  3 Tennis Courts   
Ɇ  4 Meeting Rooms   Ɇ  Reception   Ɇ  Administration Offices  Ɇ  Snack Bar   Ɇ  Billiards & Games 
Ɇ  Kids Playground   Ɇ  Skateboard Park  Ɇ  Athletics Track & Football Field.  

For specific information about our programs, please call the Recreation Information Desk at 
808-6616 or email us at recreation@kaust.edu.sa 
For swimming pool activities, please mail  aquatics@kaust.edu.sa 
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From the KAUST Jeddah-Relief Coordination Committee  

We have been deeply moved by the outpouring of concern and the eagerness to help those 

affected by the flooding damage in Jeddah. Our request for donations and volunteers was sent 

only a few days ago and we have been touched by the generosity of those within our community 

who were quick to volunteer their time and resources. 

In addition to almost 100 volunteers mobilized on and off campus, much needed heavy 

equipment was deployed into Jeddah to aid in rescue efforts in cooperation with our service 

providers. To help coordinate our relief response, the Committee had two teams at central sites in 

Jeddah to help monitor and assess needs. This directed our requests for donations, which resulted 

in thousands of meals delivered and hundreds of boxes full of donated clothes and supplies, 

making a difference in the lives of many. 



The latest reports from our teams in Jeddah signal a change in need. Where volunteers and 

donations were needed several days ago, many other charity organizations are present and are 

responding to the volunteer and supply needs. Due to the decreasing need for our presence, we 

have started to modify our efforts, ensuring that our participation is effective and not duplicative.  

The committee extends its heart-felt thanks to those who played their part, unified across cultures 

and nationalities by the basic commitment to meet a need in our extended community. We are 

grateful to be part of this caring and generous community and to have made a difference in the 

lives of those affected. 

The KAUST Jeddah-Relief Coordination Committee 

 [Help comes in all shapes and sizes: even a brother helping a little sister.] 

 ϢϹϮ ϤϝжнЛв ХуЃзϧЮ ϹϡК ЩЯгЮϜ ϣЛвϝϮ ϣзϯЮ ев ϣЮϝЂϼ 

 ϣуКнГϧЮϜ ЬϝгКцϜ м ϤϝКϽϡϧЮϜ ϤϜϸнлϯгЮ ϩтϹϳϦ 

 пЯК бЫЊϽϲм ϢϹϮ сТ етϼϽЏϧгЯЮ ϨϹϲ ϝв иϝϯϦ бЫЯКϝУϦ бЫЮ ϽЫЇж

блϦϹКϝЃв.  аϝтцϜ Ьы϶ ϝлуТ ϝ̵зЯКϒ сϧЮϜ ϣЗϳЯЮϜ ϻзгТ ЙгϮ еК ϣЧϠϝЃЮϜ

 ϣКϽЂ ев иϝзтϒϼ ϝгϠ етϼнϷТ еϳжм ̪ИнГϧЮϜ ϤϜϼϸϝϡв ФыАϖм ϤϝКϽϡϧЮϜ

бкϸϼϜнвм блϧЦнϠ ϜнКнГϦ егв ϝзЛгϧϯв ϸϜϽТϒ аϽЪ м ϣϠϝϯϧЂъϜ.  ϢмыЛТ

 ϹЦ ϝзжϗТ ̪ϣуЛвϝϯЮϜ ϣзтϹгЮϜ аϽϲ Ϭϼϝ϶ м Э϶Ϝϸ ИнГϧв ϣϚϝгЮϜ ϞϼϝЧт ϝв пЯК

 ϣтϼмϽЏЮϜ ϣЯуЧϫЮϜ ϤϜϹЛгЮϜ ЍЛϠ ϽуТнϦ ев ϝзЫгϦ сТ ϺϝЧжшϜ ϤϝуЯгК бКϹЮ

ϣЛвϝϯЯЮ ϣЛϠϝϧЮϜ ЭуПЇϧЮϜ ϤϝЪϽІ ХтϽА еК ЩЮϺм ̪ϢϹϮ.  ХтϸϝзЊ ев Ϥϝϛв м ϤϝϡϮнЮϜ ев Ръϐ ЬϝЋтϜ ϣϯуϧзЮϜ ϥжϝЪ ϹЦм

ЬнуЃЮϜ рϼϽЏϧв ев етϽуϫЫЮϜ Ϣϝуϲ ев ϤϽуО сϧЮϜ ϣЃϡЮцϜм ϣжмϕгЮϜ.  

̪ϼϝГвцϜ ϼϝглжϖ ϻзвм ̪ϣзϯЯЮϜ ЭгК ЭулЃϧЮм  гЮϜ сТ еуЧтϽТ ϝзЛЎм ϹЧТ ϤϝϮϝуϧϲъϜ ϽтϹЧϦ м ЭгЛЮϜ ϼнГϦ ϣϡЦϜϽгЮ ϢϹϮ сТ дϜϹу

ϝкϽуТнϦ ϣЮмϝϳв бϪ евм ϣтϼмϽЏЮϜ.  ϹЧТ ̪ϤϽуПϦ ϹЦ ϤϝϮϝуϧϲъϜ ϣЛуϡА дϒ ϱЎнт ϝв Шϝзк ϝзуЧтϽТ ев ϜϽ϶ϕв ϝзуЧЯϦ ϹЦм

йжϕвмϒ еуКнГϧв ев дмϼϽЏϧгЮϜ йуЮϜ Ϭϝϧϳт ϝв ϽТнϦ ϢϽуϫЪ йтϽу϶ ϤϝлϮ ϥϳϡЊϒ. ъϜ Ь̭ϝЏϦ ϹЧТ ̪ЙЦнϧв нк ϝгЪм Ϭϝуϧϲ

ϢϽгϫвм ϣЯКϝТ ϣЧтϽГϠ йϠ ШϼϝЇж дϒ еЫгт ϝв бууЧϦ ϢϸϝКъ пКϸ ϝгв ̪рϼϻϮ ЭЫЇϠ ϣЛвϝϯЮϜ ев ϤϜϸнлϯгЮϜ иϻлЮ. 

ϣузЧϧЮϜм анЯЛЯЮ ϹϡК ЩЯгЮϜ ϣЛвϝϮ Йгϧϯв ϸϜϽТϒ ев ϼмϹϠ аϝЦ егЮ ϝлжϝзϧвϜ м ϝкϽЫІ еК ϽϡЛϦ дϒ ϣзϯЯЮϜ ϸнϦ ̪йуЯК   пЯЛТ ̪

зЛгϮ ϹЧТ ϝзϦϝуЃзϮм ϝзϦϝТϝЧϪ Рыϧ϶Ϝ нк рϻЮϜ сϮϼϝϷЮϜ ЙгϧϯгЮϜ ϤϝϮϝуϧϲϜ ϽуТнϦ нϳж аϜϿϧЮъϜ м еЃϳЮϜ ϼϜнϯЮϜ буЧϠ ЩЃгϧЮϜ ϝ

ϝзЛгϧϯгЮ ϸϜϹϧвϜ .  днЛЮϜ Ϲт ϹгϠ ϝвмϸ ϼϸϝϡт рϻЮϜ бтϽЫЮϜ ЙгϧϯгЮϜ Ϝϻк ев Ϝ̭ϿϮ ϝзжнЫЮ ϝжϾϜϿϧКϖм ϝжϽϷТ еК ϽϡЛж дϒ ϸнж ϝгЪ

ϞϝЛЋЮϜ ϨмϹϲ ϹзК ϢϹКϝЃгЮϜм. 

 ХуЃзϧЮ ϹϡК ЩЯгЮϜ ϣЛвϝϮ ϣзϯЮ ϢϹϮ ϤϝжнЛв 
 

Support Services Division website   

Food service menus, retail hours, bus schedules and more. . .  

Community Services is pleased to announce the launch of the website for the Support Services 

Division at http://supportservices.kaust.edu.sa (accessible only within the KAUST network). 

Information is available on the following services:  

¶ Food Services (diners and restaurants, banquet and catering, KAUST Schools meal service) 

¶ Travel and Retail (travel office, eateries, coffee shops, retail and specialty services shops) 

¶ Transportation Services (taxi service, bus services, car rentals, vehicle maintenance) 

http://supportservices.kaust.edu.sa/


¶ Logistics Services (KAUST materials management, mail and courier services, personal 

effects and customs brokerage, non-campus office services)  

We welcome general inquiries, suggestions and feedback at supportservices@kaust.edu.sa. 

Additional contact information related to a specific service area can be found on the website.  

  

          

GIRL SCOUTS: There will be a short informational meeting for parents to assess interest in 

starting up a Girl Scout Troop (or troops). Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting is open to all girls and 

young women whatever their religion, ethnic group or background. A Girl Guide or Girl Scout 

accepts the Promise and the Law based on spiritual values, personal development and 

commitment to helping others (see: www.wagggsworld.org/en/about/guiding). Girl Scouts 

engage in community service and environmental stewardship, practice teamwork, develop 

leadership skills, and challenge themselves to grow.  If you want to participate in Scouting, 

please come to the interest meeting - parental involvement is an essential part of Scouting! The 

meeting will be at the Harbor Secondary School on Sunday, February 13
th 

 from 7:00 - 8:00 

PM.  

I (Maria Douglass) was a Girl Scout leader of several levels of troops in the US, and am 

prepared to take the initiative with scouting if there is enough interest and support. 

 

mailto:supportservices@kaust.edu.sa
http://www.wagggsworld.org/en/about/guiding


 A Weekend in Bahrain by Gary Amy  

Why go to Bahrain? ȣ )ÓÎȭÔ ÉÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÎ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +3!ȟ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 
King Fahd Causeway from Dammam?   No, no way! It is so much more. 
Bahrain is an island nation with a pleasant capital, Manama, and lots of 
friendly people (even amiable taxi drivers who use their meters). 
There are abundant,  fine/ reasonably-priced restaurants with diverse 
offerings (e.g., Señor Pacos, best Mexican food in the GCC) and an 

interesting collection of sights/sites: forts, museums, mosques, and seascapes. There are 
old, restored Portuguese forts (Bahrain Fort and Arad Fort) which are open for exploration; 
there are unique museums such as the National Museum showcasing Bahraini culture, 
including tradit ional and modern art (regional and international exhibits); and the Bair Al 
1ÕȭÒÁÎ ɉ(ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 1ÕÒÁÎɊ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ 1Õȭran plus an intriguing collection of  
Quȭrans from throughout the Islamic world (a fascinating display!). There are tourist-
accessible mosques, including the Ahmed Al Fateh Mosque (Grand Mosque) which can 
accommodate 7,000 people. We had an excellent tour by a young Muslim woman who 
helped explain to us the many things that Islam, Christianity, and Judaism have in common; 
she also revealed that Bahrain is predominately Shiite rather than Sunni, as in nearby KSA, 
and did a good job explaining some of the differences between the two (very educational). 
Such a tour should be required of all Americans ɀ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ Ȱ7ÅÓÔÅÒÎÅÒÓȱ!  There are 
avenues of Soukhs (of course) where we once again fell victim to our new addiction: buying 
rugs (this time just a small one - from Jaipur).  

Getting to Bahrain is easy (i.e., non-stop) and inexpensive (~ $325 RT) via Gulf Air. 
ManamaȭÓ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ a much more welcoming international airport than KAIAȭÓȢ Bahrain 
feels real, and Manama is a genuine city with a long history, sort of the antithesis of Dubai. 
Bahrain was a truly fine long-weekend respite. 

      

 

 
  



 
 

  BOOK FLIGHTS, HOTELS AND CARS ONLINE. VISIT   
www.kanootravel.com  
  Rate our service levels. Click here  to access online survey   

 

FEBRUARY 28th  , from 6 to 7:30pm 

http://www.kanootravel.com/
http://www.kanootravel.com/Survey.aspx

